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Review of the Public Health
(Control of Disease) Act 1984
The Department of Health has recently published a
consultation paper setting out the Government’s
proposals for changes to the Public Health (Control of
Disease) Act 1984.

the 1984 Act.
This is one of the reasons why the
Government considers a review and revision of the
current legislation on public health is necessary.

It has been recognised for sometime that the 1984 Act
should be reviewed, the legislative provisions having
been developed in a piecemeal manner over a long
period.
The publication of the consultation document
reflects the fact that the modern healthcare environment
requires the introduction of new legislation with a more
modern and flexible approach to the public health matters
that the 1984 Act has addressed to date, in particular,
measures to prevent or minimise the spread of infection
and diseases.

The 1984 Act is regarded in some ways as being
inflexible to address issues of public health.
For
example, as the consultation document points out,
currently the only actions that a Justice of the Peace can
order in relation to a person who is suffering from
specified infectious disease are that he be removed to and
detained in hospital. However, such an action may not
now be regarded as proportionate or appropriate; it might
be sufficient simply to require the person concerned to
stay in his own home (with appropriate support from the
health service) until the risk of infecting others has
passed.

The law has progressively seen much greater recognition
of the individual rights of people, via the Human Rights
Act 1988 and the Data Protection Act 1998, with
particular emphasis on the importance of respecting
confidentiality in relation to medical information; these
developments have all occurred since the introduction of

The consultation document also contemplates that the
legislation on public health be extended to include the
contamination by deliberate or accidental release of
chemicals or radiation as well as infectious disease.
The consultation is open until 25 June 2007. Further
details can be found on the website of the Department of
Health
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http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Livecon
sultations/DH_073452.

For more information on Care Home Law contact Andrew Parsons or Stephen Janisch at RadcliffesLeBrasseur on 020 7222 7040, or
email: andrew.parsons@rlb-law.com.
Out of office emergency advice available 24hrs on 07802 506 306.
Readers are advised to take specific advice before acting in reliance on the matters set out in this briefing.
Future editions can be received by email. Please e-mail: marketing@rlb-law.com or telephone 020 7227 7476.

info@rlb-law.com
www.rlb-law.com

5 Great College Street
Westminster
London SW1P 3SJ
Tel +44 (0)20 7222 7040
Fax +44 (0)20 7222 6208
LDE 113

6-7 Park Place
Leeds LS1 2RU
Tel +44 (0)113 234 1220
Fax +44 (0)113 234 1573
DX 14086 Leeds Park Square

25 Park Place
Cardiff CF10 3BA
Tel +44 (0)29 2034 3035
Fax +44 (0)29 2034 3045
DX 33063 Cardiff 1

